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Mong all the Feaſts Pbfery d by RH 
he Gbriſtian Church, there Y 
is none more Ancient and: Honour 4 


able than the Fraſt af Heſter, which = 
is now returning, and brings wil at A 


the Duty-pt a Religious and Devaus 
Celebration of it. This ds 1 - 43 
Salon which dt. Paul vas ON mt Wo F 
ſo carchyul co inſtrnct 61 + od —_ 
Caninthians.\ aw d BdEhie 5 A 
becauſe it vn tobe atnded WI 
fie gh oftuWiceuaf 63 2 23 
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. Rlefſed Sacrament of our Siviours 
* Body and Bloed, he there lays down 
two Rules for the good and orderly 
obſervance of it. firſt was to 
keep back obſtinate and notorious 
E 


It may not be amiſs to give you 
ſome account of the practice of the 
ancient Church in both theſe parti- 
culars. ; 

I. As for the firſt of rejefting noto- 
rious Offenders from the holy Table, 
It was the known practice of the car- 
ly Chriſtians, not to admit ſuch to 
Communion; before they'had recon- 
Gled thenilebves to the Church, and 
made”pablick ſatisfaction for their 


Offences. It was in thoſe purer Ages 
accounted one of the Lateſt and 
be inflicted on any Perſon, to be de- 
urch. u thoſe early Times of 
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1 * 
That thoſe ho kept not within che 
Pale of the Chriſtian Church, ſhould: 
have. no. fellowſhip with the Saints 
in Heaven: And to be hut, out from 
the Aſſembly of Obriſtians, was all 
one as to be dłlivet d over to Satan. 
For this reaſon thoſe Chriſtians whq 
had been: ſo unfortunate as to fall 
into the Devil Snares and the Clinr- | 
ches Cenſures, tought their Re-admil- - 
ſion to Copimunion with Tears and 
Groans and willingly ſubmittedthem- 
ſelves to open Pennance (at the ſea- 
ſon of Lent) That their Souls might 
be ſaved inthe Day of the Lard. 
If this Neüef and Practice were 
once receivd, we ſhould not fee; ſo 
many unhappy Diviſions amongſt 
Chriſtians; if all would endeavour. 
to be united to Chriſt their Head, by 
becoming Members of his Body the 
Church, we ſhould not ſee ſo many 
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form Himſelf intoo ran el 
Lebt and under Pretence of ele- 

ref Revelation does prevail with' 
them to eut theniſelves off from that 
Communion}: whereby alone they: 
ard ted to Chriſt; ſuch Perſons 
dot noticonſider, that while they e 
parate from the Communion of their 
Brethren; they do willingly inflicæ 
that puniſhaient - upon themſelves, 
which, by their primitive. Fore-fl- 
thers was thought a . mp and J 
infupportable Curſe. 6 "Ho 
And that you'may obwoliat'n was! 
the ſenſe-of-a holy Martyr concern- 
sg ehisSinf Diviſion, Lhavecausd 
1 an Epiſtle of it. Oprian the/Biſhop of) 
\ Carthage tobe tranſlated for your Be- 
nefit! This Holy Man lived about 
250 Tears after rid „dad fiffer d- 
thetrutix of the Chrt- 
gern Religfob Wiley Detiur* a Perle) 
cu 2 You may ſee, 
this enctlied- Diſcburfe, 1 ihe green 
dan ing alter! Ne. Li 
agi ik ee AIchis ge | 
Mam tebitev the? — 7 
mio. AA wiſh 
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e werk wälltnen in my thoice- 
his Treatiſeahd chit there were 
no Occaſion of dhe Preſeut Applica” 
tio; ; eſpecially frice you HAVE a Pa. 

ay: whoſe LabGufs vou 
not hut be nuch Bait 42 And 
whom you ma vat all times [have free 
recdurſe for Sol tion of youF Doübts. 
Ali As for the'Gther-Rifle”! that of 
Worthy prepatation, the Wifdemoôf 
the primitive CHurch᷑ ſet upatt the 
ſeaſon of Lent ot a foleinn Time of 
Faſting and Hurinhiatton, im alluſion 
tothe Forty: Days Of our Saviburs 
Faſting in the Wilderneſs, that all 
ſerleus Chriſtians might; b Abſtü 
nence and Prayer, Feoßeſe chemie 
ſelves to Gods: d, im hem that 
tithe purge theme es the Eerden 
of” ee ent WA Inf; and eh 8 

be made y It 
"en „ig TH25![9>x3 bas lun 
beg de t yen che pra-. 
df-t FE Ln pen SR 
ee eee c 
ctelAhgt an le 80 You! 
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bpportunliy of comparing bat 
lent pt practice of our Church with 12 


ax he primitiye Times: 
_ 2 70 Very. 4 to > be x hed ch 


_— thoul d —_y ap. od their 2 
_ for which reaſon the Office of Commi: il 
IF  wation is coimposd, to warn and des 
ter Sinners from the Evil, of their, 
Ways; and they are there told, from 
the Words of the Scriptures, w 

are tlie Dooms to be 2 1 
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1 cn). „ 
Brend of Sinterity and Truths L wit 
for your further preparation, thar 
you will not fail to read over in 
your Liturgy the 'Exbortations be- 
fore the Communion-Office, by which 
you will be ſafely I Hed for'the 
worthy ann me of the Holy Sas 
erament. 
Laſt Tear I acquainted you | had 
beſtowed the Eaſter-Offerings(which 
had been formerly paid to your Im- 
propriators)upon your deſervingMi- 
niſter, wa? br pot then told 
you the ſe and xc of paying your 
Eaſter-Offerings, I k pe! — x. 
repeat the fame to you ʒ hut 2 
by this time, you are farishie 
well the Labours of your Miniſter 
do deſerve this increate of his Main- 
tenance, which I perfwade my ſelf 
you will y-with that Jaſtice and 
The member „ Trhen —— and res 
that yourOfferingsare a Re- 
gious Act, at are part of your 
. towards God, as well as 0 
Ne! Kon uu Manifer. Þ 
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1 . chnnot but with joy recount tij 
you how much the Works of Chas 
rityrand Honour of Religion, have 
of late increaſed in your Puriſn; 
how full your Church, by your con- 
ſtant Attendance. on the Sernons 
and other Divine Ordinances, Ho⁹¹ 

reat the number of Communicants 
who do duely frequent the holy Sa 
crament: How decently your Chil. 
dren of both Sexes have been Cloa- 
thed, and how well Inſtructed how 
carefully the Sick have been viſited; 
and all Miniſterial Offices gravely 
performed; and I hope, within a few 
Years, with Gods Bleſling and your 
own. Endeavours ;': there: will * a 
_ confiderable improvement of: 

and Brotherly Lone... 19 ob 
The care and welfare of your Pa- 
iſh is do Imall part of my concern 
You m remember: 11 fonnerhral) 
quainted you, how. 'SlicitousÞ:was 
ta promote che goodiof vonr Souls; 
Süsse rab age 
liberating i upon choice 
| Mir with eben to intruſt 225 
] management 
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managemer Of, Divine Offices n 
your-Parnh ; and. was; but too Er- 
lihle of the Duty incumbent opme; 
to Wake a fit and ſuitable Cheice 
for .o large 4 (ure. It has been no 
{mall latistaction to me, that I did 
at laſt nominate a Perſon æyery: Way 
5 4 Change ʒ and 
bath, you and, E have great reaſon 
to thank Cod that my Endeavour 
have, ſucceeded ad ell, and I doubt 
not, hut you wilk daily, reap;the Ad- 
vantages of his Care and Labour: 
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Pſpallbe heartlyiglad! if you will 
make the: tolowing:: featiſe- aye 
Study and, Meditation ; if you read 
it with Hamility add Attention; 1 
vel perſwadg lm ſelf, youα⁰νiIl 
conſider your Etstnali Intereſt, and 
be incſined to Promote thar Cin 
and Muve, for which Chriſt ſuſferad 
ſuch bitter Pains. He Dien tliat He 
5 2 8 us to God the Fa- 
erg. Now can we expect the bene- 
dteef bis Deathy if re will, uc he 
recageiled to each atherꝰ Tismat⸗ 
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ter of Scoff and Ridicule among the 
Athieſts and Libertines, 't6® ſee" 
Chriſtians divided into fo many us. 
happy parties; and tis expreflly con. 
trary to the Doctrine of the Apo 
ſtle, who exhorts us to preſerve: the 
Spirit of Unity. in the Bond of Pence. 
And-twas one of our Saviour's laſt 
Legacies and Commands, That we 
ſhould Lose ove enother... But how 
do we fulfil that Command, when'we 
will not Pray and Communicate 
with each other, as becomes thoſe 
vboſe G6d is Love? 2 All Chriſti 
As pretend to believe in Ove Lord, 
yet their Paſſions have divided them 
into different Practices, and there 
no longer Ose Faith, and Ove Baptiſm 
among us. But I ſhall not enlarge 
upon that Subject, —— ns 
lowing Treatiſe will ſufficien 

vince you of the 'necefiity 

*. the Church. pal is { ire 
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Lonly delife- you (10-obſerve, hilt 
whatever is — ſaid of Epiſcop 
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3 Teas). 
Jo Parochial Communion, : Tis e- 
"very Chriſtian's Duty to Pray and 


ommunicate wich | his own Parih 

Miniſter, '' nu J 5 5 EVE? | 

| The Church ſeems to ture e en- 
oyn'd this Practice, when tis par- 
heblauy ordered and dire&ed, That 
every Pariſhoner | all Communicate at 
le it abree times w the Tear, of which 
Eaſter to be one ; and fhall then pay the 
ee e due to his Mi- 


wy = 


1 boby you will obſerve the di- 
rection 5 8 ſtle Of F efteeming ' * of 
your Miniſter worthy of double 1 
which you cannot better do, than 
by juſtly and conſcientiouſly paying 
your Eaſter-Offerings; and I wiſh 
you would do it with that liberality, 
with which the Primitive Chriſtians 
made their Heringe, according to their 
Ability, and not acgrding to the 
po * * "by the 
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Thus wiſhing vn A piotis and 
Peaceablto;Commuprion! with your 
ariſh „Minister, and che Comtorts 
ot a good Conſcience upon Kaikk, 
to bring you to the Joys of Eter- 
KN IN! Heaven, Haut 1]. 
-169 «11 ATV orion aft Nei 
w b MMibemain, toe wintubs 
a IWW L) An rt yo 
On Fo x51 gar (briſtiun Friend. |\ 
aged Md ud „ ge & e 28118 
it I 32 16 81 In TY \y unh. Broten 
| | Mu 
8. B. 
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_ prtvnce vituoine»>i0}co0 bagyiſint vd 
gli I bes egnitotiO-12itcd mo 
Iulzisdil 1eds d31v 31 ob blu uoy 
encifiihgd eviiitoint of Ni dare 
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St. C yprian the Martyr, 


Biſhop of Carthage 
| Concerning the Neceſſity of 
Cburch- Unity. 


LONDON, 


Printed by J. Brudenell; and are to 


be Sold by Milliam Sbepey, stati- 
oner in the Minories. 1701. 
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IDISCOURSE 
Of St. Syprian, 15 


Concerning the UN ITY of the 


CHURCH 


Eeing our Lord ſays, Te are the Matb. 5. 
; Þ Salt of the Earth: And ſeeing he =— 
l allo commands us To be wiſe as Ser- Prudence to 
erte, and innocent as Doves ; What ie 20 4 
an become us better than to know plicigh. 
nd avoid the wiles of the Devils 
eſt we, who have put on Chriſt, the 1Cer.1.24, 
iſdom of the Father, ſhould ſeem 
Wznorant of the Method of mating ; 
pur Salvation and Eletion ſure. For \J 
we are not only to dread that per- | 
ecution , which by Open Violence b 
B 2 makes 
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IT 
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tion he flattered our firſt Parents, 
and taking Advantage of their un. 
wary credulity, did entangle their 
Souls into Sin with his Iyes. Thus 
ni endeavour d to Tempt our Lord 
himſelf; He came to him in Di- 


4 20 
makes havock of the Sci of 
God. Tis eaſy to be cautious 

where the Danger i 
any one can make himſelf ready for 
Battle, when the Enemy is in view. 
Then is the Enemy to < moſt fear: 


ed, an holt 2 7 ue 
when he Skulks p 

fair ſhew of i aa * Ea, us 
inſenſibly ; From which fly Practice 
the Devil has gained the Name of Ser- 
pent. Such was always the craft of the 
Devil,who continually circumvented 


Mankind by an unknown and ſepret 
Treachery; thus ſoon after the Crea- 


1 


guiſe, as if he intended to ſet 1 5 
him, and deceive him unawares; * 1 


he Was known and repulſed, and. Was 3 


therefore overcome, becauſe he was 
diſcovered. LS we, may. eam 


WS. Mo 


WM 21 5 | 
to avoid the wiys of the Old Mar, 
arid flog the Ss of Chriſt's gurl an. 
queror.” And leſt we hond be a. 
gain entangled in the Snates of 
Peath, let us foreſee 6ur' 1 
and embrace everlaſting incſs. 
But how ſhall We a. 9 5 rlaſt- 
ing Happineſs, unleſs we 0 thoſe 
Commands of Chriſt; by ich a- 
Joie Death maybe ange and 


ſubdued ? especially] fince he has 
aid, If thoit wi enter inio 


are ny Friemtli ig ho keep in me 14. 
able de I Tr * not 
Servants , but Friends. And laſtly, 
Our Lord conte ſuch couragious 
and faithful, and to be founded on a 
Roc, and to be immoveable and 
Wocteken by the Storms and Waves 
of this World Whoſoever, faith He, 
heareth theſe ſayings of mine, T will 
lien him to a wiſe Man, who built 

s houſe ub a Rock, and the Rain 
Agende, and. the Floods came, and 


40 — Winds bl por beat upon "that 
15 E, vſe,"and 5 it > woo b. derte 3t was 


3 Founded 


e, keep = 19. ® 
the Commandments? And 3 7 Te Vin 18. 


Mat. 7. 14 


WY Fad being ſeduced by the 8 Irit 


Hereſies to K | yy 
1 "My beloved Brethren, we muſt not « 


(=) 
dowpon 4 Rock. Therefore af 
155 woul be like our Saviour, | we 

learn to do whatſoever... 
Taug ht and Practiced. But how can 
he be fad to believe in Chriſt, who 
does not; thoſe things which. Chriſt 
Commanded. to be done? Or how 
ſhall he obtain the Reward of Faith, 
who will not keep the Command- 
ments? Such a one muſt needs wa- 
ver and wander out of the Way, 


of Error, is carried away with & 
ver Wind of Dottrine;, neither can 
ſuch a one be a Proficient in Chri- 
ſtianity, who does not hold faſt-the 
Profel ion of his Faith without Ae 


ing. 


only pins, thoſe attempts of the De- 
vil which are moſt manifeſt and no- 
torious, but even thoſe Snares 
which he has ſecretly laid to entrap 
us; 'for what contrivance could be 
laid with more ſubtilty and cunning 
than that the Devil (after the Light 
of theGoſpel apprared unto the © 

ties 


x Aegan mie. 
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Ba 135 1 8 and oye 

ce. wi Serabice df df Cs 5 
dom; 20 ſeeing — Tdols 1 
5 he ts 1 5 5 8 


. der the very u piu Tha 


: He bath found dt new He 
Fes and Sthiſins, by which e 


Y corru pted the Faith, depraved the 


1 the Church. Thoſe Whom he 
Wnot detain in the old ways of Hel- 
ben Idolatry, he chenden an 


ruth , ànd broken the Duri) „ - 


betrays into new Errors ; He Ra- 


Wiſhes Men out of the very Church, 
Wand when they ſeem to have ap- 


B4 poached 


id 4 


ng bn 
and 
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9535 . he bound «dud 
eaven; and lntſoever.. 
g looſe on Earth, "Joelle looſed. Ard 
een. And be ſaith unto theaſame N aan 
perſon after his Reſurrection, Feed 2 17. 
my" ſheep... Thus, he foundetl hi = — 
| Chirch in Un ty; and altho he had. 
before inveſted all the Apoſtlegwith n 
; = U power, and told them, Azthe —_ 
x father bath f ſeut ner ſo' ſend, I g 375 7 LL 
ie be the Holy Guſt: Whoſe — 
Je remit, (they. gre remitted wat 
en and whoſeſgever fins ye retain, 
1 they are netainæd. Jet, that the Ur 
iy of the Church might be more 
Wo22mitelt, his Authority ſo ordained; 
st abe Origznazipn thereof ſheuld 
6:exprclied, by tha mentiom gf one 
gle Per on. Whag Peter Was, Tugh 


ef | Were 


0 36 
were alſo the reſt o the 
Hh key with the like Power al 
. Authority: But Unity is the Foutt- 
dation, to fignific that the Church 
dan be but One. Which Doi of 
che Church, the Holy Ghoſt, in cht 
Perfon of but Lord, does point uh 
to us in the nber; ſaying 
Dove, "my undefil filed, 33 Dre; 55 7 
only Ove of her Mother, ſhe is the choit 
one” of her that bare her. 
nad ws Nor can he 'Pteſerve the Faith 
de, wle keeps not the Unity of the 
_— Church; nor can he be a 115 Men 
Feile ay ber of the Church, who oppofes and 
e ric of contends with her. St Paul hath fu: 
Og: ficiently enforeed this Doctrine of i 
Dnity, when he teaches us, that there i 
is bur” One Body and One —_ On 
hope of | our 225 One Lord, On 


Aol 


Can. 6. 9. 


Faith.” One Baptiſm : which Unity, 
we eſpecially o are Biſhops, and ll 
preſide in the Church, ought to hold 
| and contend for, that we may Wl 
thereby manifeſt our Office to be one 
and the ſame. Let no man deceive 
his Brother with a Lye, or * 


"> : F 
2 f — * 


| cs 27). 
the Faith, by bis Perfidiqus Preva- 
rication. The Office e iſcopacy 
2 bat 8 (OO bene 
eyeral Perſons, ꝓet ea Biſhop 
efleth the entire Authority. The 
Church alſo ig One, altho by the 
great increaſe of her Metabers:the be 
Largely NN „ 
1 n YS,. t one Light, ns wt 
soughs gf a! W e 55 
ree it ſelf is one, prgcredin from 
2 co O Stoch Fallned: Fo the 
: th by,ye.common Rooks. T bus 
any Rivers; flowing fam eng rem. 
on Fountain, lo ſeem ro he divid- 
by che number of thelr-[treams, 
Wet is Th GN at its Head. 
eercept the Rays from dhe gun and 
will yield no Lightz cut a Beugh 
5 aan e it will eeaſe to grow 
offa River rom itsFopntain and 
vill immediately dry. Wor] woke 


it ac 1 of Chriſt 
aby the Doctrine of 12 Lord, 
1 Oy her -Light 4. ĩ— 
orldʒ nk. ur5 that Light 5 
every. where diffuſed, is one 2 
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(WW) 
the ſaine Light, and there. is no" 
wiſion/it the Unity of its Eſſencez 
{ſhe hy her Fruitfulneſs ſtretches ot 
-HerBrarichesthroughouttheU OR 
Te waters tlie Earth abundantly wi 
her Rivulets; neverthele(s her Foun: 
ain and Origin are the fame. 
No Salva EWEwrelal the Children of the 
tion out FChufth, Houfiſhed with her "MAlk 
bie Choc At Atliekned with Hir Spirit! The 
Seed 6 Ohtiſt enòt be defflel, 

Oferntifis: chäſt and ufcorrüpt; 
The Contains herſelf within one und 
the lame Nur and dt faithful to! Her 
Niarriagt Vow: Shelpreſervesus wd 
God; Am leads us donthe Kingdem 
SEHevvets Whoſbever le parites 

from che. Church, Jois ae hirmlelf 6 
an Harter, and furfeits the Promiſes 
which"are made to nher. aithfll 
Children ge Tuch un One ig 4 HI, 
aud Enchiy unto God: he des Gol lf 
for his Father, who wg © * 
» Church or his Macher. As de 
could -notyeſtape * za che Ticks who 
12 was Gt off Wab's Atk e likewif: 
© eunnot her hörde who WO 
* 713 t 


_ CWR. 
che Pale of the Church. Our Sa- 
viour. hath given us this warning ; 
He that ir not. with me, in Ain me, 
and be that \gathereth not mib mez 
ſcattereth... "He, that breaks the Peace 
and Communion! of the Church, is 
become an Enemy of Chriſt'; he who 
makes Profalites. out of the Church, 
does not build the Church, but de- 
ſtroy it. Our Lord has ſaid, I and ny 
Father are One; and again, it is written 
of the Father, Son, — Holy Ghoſt, 
Theſe Three are One. Can any one 
believe, that this Unity whith' is 
founded in the Divine Immutabili- 
ty, « can be divided in the Church by _. _ 
the perverſeneſs of Mens Wills > 
He a, keeps not this Unity, can- 
not be faid to keep eithet tlie Law 
of God, or the Belief of the Father 
and the Son, or the Faith K. which. 
he ſhould be ſa ved. 
This Sacrantent of Unity is repre- 7 Boa, 
ſented to be an indiſſoluble Band of Church 1 
Concord, by the Coat of -Chriſtjt-mpared | 
which was not rent or divided, but — 1 
Siren wholly to him whoſe Lot it Cr. 
1 was 
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360 
was,2s'aith't the holy Seriptut 15 bol 
cerning this coat — . Sag 
The Soldiers ſd \dnrong themſeluce, 
let 1 n, rent it, bi'e "Lots woe 
ir Pall he; This Coat repreſen 
| the Unit) ” from! above, Inch ks 
| © feended' from Heaven and the Fa- 
ther, and which 'cantiot be rent or 
divided by any that poſſeſſes it. He 
cannot poſſeſs the Garment of Chriſt, 
ho A and divides his Church. 
Thus .oftithe' contrary , when Solo- 
mom was Dead, and his Kingdom di- 
vided, the Prophet Abijab meeting 
Feroboams, rent his Garment into 12 
pieces, ſaying, Take thee' ten piece, 
for thus ſaith the Lord God of Iſrael, 
Behold I wif! rend the King dom ont 
of the hand of Solomon ; j>="3 I will 
give ten Tribes to thee, but he ſhalt 
have one Tribe for my Servant Da- 
vid's ſake, and Jeruſulew s ſake, the 
- City which T have choſen out of all the | 
; 1 | Tribes of Iſrael to put my Name there. 
Thus when the 12 Tribes of Jae 
were to be divided, the Prophet 
rent his Garment; but becauſe the 
Diſciples 
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I Kings 11. 


(31) 
DiſciplesandFollowarsof Chriſt were 
not to be divided; therefore was 
bis Coat without Seau, woven frum the. 
top throughout, and was not parted a- 
mong the Soldiers z this fagnifted that 
choſè who put on Chriſt ſhould, be 
Wcloſcly Joyned and United to each o- 
cher in the Bond of Charity and 
unity. H Roe 


or ought to break the Unity of the 
church, that Garment of Chriſt? 
| | He hath told us, That there ſhall be one 
Fold, and one Shepherd. And can 
any one think, that in one Fold there 
ſhould be many Shepherds, and ſe- 
veral Flocks? The Apoſtle St. Paul 
recommending to us this Unity, in- 
rieats us, and exhorts us, ſaying, 


Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye 
all ed the ſame thing, jar there 
be 10 Diviſions among you; but that 
ye be perfetly joyned together in the 
ſame mind and in the ſame judg- 

ment. 


W impious and wicked, or ſo infatuated he Church 


© with Envy, as to believe, that he dare, ng 


Now ] beſeech you Brethren , by the 10e. 


BD « ik 

— 71 again, 

En other in Love ; endeauouring 8 
the: Unity. of che er hs bout | 
Peice:i; Can it be thought, that he il 
who departs from the Church, ani 3'y 
erects ſeparate 'Conventicles'; © can 


have Spiritual Life and Nodriſi 1 
ment? The Church of Chriſt was 
prefigured by the Houſe of Rab 
7 2.18, and it was told her, Thou alt him K 
thy Father, ard thy Mother, and 7 
Brethren, you? all th © Father's H K 
home unto thee; and it ſhall be, w 
ſoever ſhall) go e of 'the Doors of thy 5 
houſe into the el, bis Blood ſhalt 
be upon his Head. And the Inſti. 
tion of the Sacrament of the Pal 
| _ confirms the eres 1 
8 hat the Lamb (which pre the al 
123 Body of : Chriſt) only be *caten vil 
d. 45. ore \ onſe. c For the Lord ſaith, tt on. 1 
Hiocunſe 2 5 it be eaten; thou ws . if 
carry on the. hb abroad out off 
the Hons a E 500 of Chriſtꝭ the 
holy One of Cod, is not to Be eat 
out, neither have Believers any & 

cher — but the Church. — 

oly 


C33 ) 
holy Choſt in the Pian gelenbet 
chi Houſe and Dwellir of Unity; 
when he ſaith, It is God that ade 
Men to be of one mind in an houſe. 
The Houle of God, which is the 
Church of Chriſt, is an Habitation 
only for the Pure and Peacedble. | 
The holy Spirit therefore is Chris 

ſaid to have deſcended in the ſhape ro f 4 
of a Dove, which is an innocent ro 
and gentle Creature, which is not 
imbirtered- with Gall, has no fierce 
Talons to offend theſe innocent 
Creatures love humane Dwellings, 
and are delighted with Sire and the 
ſame Habitation; they rear up their 
young together, they Fly abroad in 
Flocks, they paſs their Age in mu- 
ta] Love, and in all — ſeem 
1. perfectly United. This is the Sim- 
„ plicity and Charity which Chriſtians 
88 ought to Exerciſe, that our Bro- 
of 8 #herly Love may equalize | that of 

es. that our Meekneſs and Gen- 

tleneſs 1 may be like that of Lambs. 

What have Chriſtians to do with 

the fierceneſs of Wolves? The mad- 
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. There, 18, AO tellowſhip. ; between c 
- "Sweet and, 3 Light and Dark. 
_ nels, Rain, and Sunſhine , War and 
Peace, Dearth and Pleuty, Drougthl 
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N IN 
lp 78 5 b Th cer of Sr 
pents? Or ſavaganel Gof Beaſts? Ml 
8 art ton re joyce when fuch are cut 
C A IR ts Communion of th 2 
lurch, they prey upon the 
oves aug 2 Fr Chriſt for Poy: 4 
on them with their infectious Vice 


and Moiſture, Calm and Tempeſt. 


rate from the Church; 
700d Wheat is not ſcattered with 1 
The Wind, nor a well-Rooted Tres 1 
blown down with a Storm; but thei 
Chaff is driven of the Wind, ani 
a.. Tres; w they 1 a AWE is throw 
down: 9 5 Theile are the if 
whom. t. 750 bens to caſt of i 
and negleck , ſaying, They. went a 
fo „but they were not of us, orif if 
22 5 d been of us, they, would, 10 
Laer Finns, with Vu te 
w elon: 19412 
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| (FF) 1 
. Shine de ariſe front 
5 Minds which are alienated from 
peace and Unity. And our Lord 
Woermits and ſuffers theſe things, by 
eaving to Men the fi eedom of their 
will, that our reſolutions being tried 
by our choice of truth, the integri- 
ny of the Faithful may thereby be 
made conſpicuous. This the holy 
WG hoſt foretells, when he ſays, That 
FHereſſes muſt need be, that the approved 1 car. 11; 
Vigbt be made manifeſt. By this the 15: 
faithful are tried, and the perfidious 
aetected: And thus, even before the 
Hay of Judgment, the Juſt are de- 
vided from the Unjuſt, and the 
WC hatt ſeparated from the good 
Grain. 2 
hbeſe are they, who, of their own pic ier 
Head, without any lawful Call, do erich, 
05) i preſide over the foolifh Conventi- 
ers, who, without Epiſcopal Conſe- 
e cration, do take to themſelves the 
*r Authority of Biſhops, whom the 
Holy Ghoſt deſcribes in the Book 
of Pſalms, fitting in the ſeat of the 
ſcornful ; The very peſt and bane of 
C 2 the 
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(0369 
tbe Church, who are cunning to 
Deccive, and skillful to Corrupt the 
Truth ; The Poiſon of Afps is under 
i- Their Lips. And whoſe word will ea 
| 4 does a Canker;, whole Diſcour- 
ſes Diſtil Poiſon into the very Soul: 
Againſt theſe the Lord lifts up his 
Voice, and trom them he calls back 
and forewarns his wandring Flock, 
7c:.23-15:faying, Harken not unto the words 
of the Prophets that Prophecy unto 
you; they make you vain, they ſpeak 4 
viſton of their own Heart, and not out 
of the Mouth of the Lord. They ſay 
ſtill unto them that deſpiſe me, the Lord 
hath ſaid, Te ſhall have peace; and they 
ſay unto every one that walketh after 
the imagination of his own heart, 10 
„ >» evil ſhall come upon you. If they had 
— continued in my way, and hearkened 
unto my words, and had from them 
inſtructed my people, I would have turn. 
ed them from their evil thoughts. And 
again, The Lord deſcribes and marks 
i out the ſame Perſons, ſaying, They 
| 10-21% hade forſaken me the Fountain of lis- 
4 inguraters, and hewen them out Ciſterns, 
1 | | broken 


(37) 
broken Cifterns that can hold Bo water; 
And altho there is but one Baptiſm, 
yet they preſume to Baptize; and 
having forſaken that Font in which 
they were initiated Chriſtians, they 
pretend to confer. Gtace and Spiti- 
tual Life, by a Baptiſm which will 
ſooner: defile a man, than cleanſe 2 
him from the Pollutions of his Sins, 
which «are rather thereby increaſed 
than waſhed away ; neither will ſuch 
Baptiſm beget Sons unto God, but 
unto Satan: Being born of a Lye, 
they are not capable of the Promiſes 
of the Truth; and being begot in 
Perfid iouſnefs, they-are not intitled 
to the Grace of the Faithful 3 nei- 
ther {hal} they receive the reward 
of Peace, who, by their Diviſions, do 
break the Peace of the Church. 

Nor let hamy one deceive himſelf 7 Fr. 
with a falſe-Expofition of what our , 
Saviour hach ſaid, that where two-or t// who 
three are gathered together in my Name, ate 
there am I in the midſt of them, Mat. Ca 
18. 20. Theſe Corrupters and falſe 
Interpreters of the Gotpel, do reject 
C 3 the 


ing his Diſciples to Unanimity and 


ced Peace and Unanimity in the 


the firſt part of the Text, and dd 
defignedly quote only the latter part: 
For when our Saviour Was exhort- 


( 


— 0 
5 
Xt 
: C 


Peace, he lays thus; I ſay unto 72 
that if two ſhall agree upon Barth, a 
touching aui thing they ſpall att, it 
fhall be done for "them of uy Father 
which is in Heaven ; fon where two 
or three are gathered together in my 
Name, there am Tin the midſt of them 
Shewing thereby, that tlie efficacy 
of Prayer conſiſted not in the num 
ber of Supplicants, but in their U- 
nanimity; i two of jou, faith he, 
ſhall. agree upon Earth. Thus he pla- 


front, that he might teach us Faith 
and Unity. But how can he agree 
with any one, who agrees not with 
the Church and Body of Chriſtians? 
How can two or three be gathered 
together in Chriſt's Name, who are vi- 
ſibly ſeparated from Chriſt and his 
Goſpel? For we have not ſeparated 
from them, but they from us: And 
they have forſaken Chriſt, the Foun- 
| e 


8 2» 
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tain of Truth, Whilſt through their 
Herefies and Schiſms, tlie ee 


S K GAS 15, 05 


there am J, ſaith he, an the vnc o of 


(39). 


themſelves into ſeparate! nventi- 


1 cles: But our Lord f peaks'th ere con. 


cetning his Church, and addreſſes 
himſelt to thoſe who are Members 
of it; that if, according to i Com- 
mand and Advice, they ſnall join 
unanimouſſy in prayer, altho they 
were but two or three, yet they ſhall 
obtain what they ask. Where two or 


three are gathered together in ny Name, 


them: That is, with the pure and 
eaceable, thoſe” who fear God and 
vep bis CommunAnients in the midſt 

of ſuch, he ſaid, he would be, tho 

they were but two or three. After 

this manner, he was preſent with 

the three Children in the fiery Fur- 

nace; and becauſe they were devoutꝰ *: 5: 

towards God, and unanimous with 

one another, he reſerved them in 

the midſt of the Flames. Thus he 

was with the two Apoſtles in Pri- , NE 

ſon; and becauſe they were inno- 

cent and unanimous, he opened the 

C4 | 
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Priſon (Gatos, and led tem into the 


 faying, Whereſocver, two. or three are 


few, than of a great many Separatiſts : 


(49) 


Temple; that they might continue 
to preach; the Word unto the Pe- 
ple. When therefore he commands, 


gathered together in my name, I am in 
the mdf, of them; he does not there. 
by intend to drive Men from that 
Church,which he has Inſtituted and. 
Founded, but he means to reprove 
Diſſention, and, by recommending, 
Peace and Unity to the Faithful, 

declares, that he will rather be pre- 
ſent with two or three, which pray 
with one Heart and Mind, than with 
many, who ſeparate from the 
Church; and that more is to be 
obtained by the joint Prayers of a 


Therefore when he directed his Diſ- 
ciples how to Pray, he ſaid, Aud 
when ye ſtand praying, forgive if you 
have ought againſt any 5; that your Fa- 
ther alſo which is in Heaven may for- 
give you your Treſpaſſes. Nay, he 
calls back an angry Brother. 9 
ene, 


f = = 
W: he very Altar, and bids him ft be 
W.cconciled to his Brother, and then 


bone, without malice, and offer his 5 , 
„ e. Thus God had no reſpets to the z. 
re Offering of Cain, and would not be 
„ reconciled to him, beeauſe, through 
e Envy, he hated his Brother. 
at - What peace then can they expect, 
19 8 MN 3 Even May- 
d BF who are at Enmity with their Bre- ,n vid 


thren? What Offerings can they uu expiate 
make, who contend with their Mi- e, Sin 


Schiſm. 


niſters? Can they ſuppoſe that Chriſt. 


- WH will be in the midſt of them, who: 
y. meet together out of the Church? 
hf ſuch Perſons ſhould ſuffer: Death 
e for the ſake of Chriſt, they would 
e note ven waſh away their guilt with 
a their Blood. The grievous and in- 
„ expiable crime of Malice, cannot be 
attoned by Death. He cannot be a 
1: WF Martyr tor the Church, whio is not 
„a Member of it; nor ean he attain 
che Kingdom of Heaven; who fe- 


parates from the Church below. 
Our Saviour gave us his Peace, and u 14. 
commanded us to be Loving and U-27- 


, MW aninous. He cannot be à Martyr, 
who 
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Fobn 15.2. 1796s ig m Commandment; that je Love 


(42) 

who is. guilty of breaking Branberiy i 
Unity st. Paul both teaches and 
| enforces: chi Doctrine, ſaying, A. 
A tho I baue all Faith, ſo that could 
mode Mountains, awd have not Cha 
Lam nuibing. Ad the 1 beſtom alt 
my Goods't0 feed the Poor, and thi 
f 7 give my. Noel to be bur ned, and have 
nut Charity, it profiteth nothing. Ch. 
rity ſuffers long, andl is kind x Charity 

v enmiethnor;, Charity. Dinnts. got it ſelf, 
u wat) puffed: up, . doth nos behave 
it ſelf nnfeemly, ſeeketh not her ohn 

is not eaſilß prouolod,  thinketh no 
evil, learetb all thing t, believeth all 
things,” hopeth all things," endartth 

all - "Das Charity never faileth, but 

_ ſhall continue in Heaven, and fhall 

be the eternal Tie of Brotherly Love.” 
Diſcord ſhall never enter this King- 

dom of Heaven, or gain the reward 
promiſed by Chriſt, - who hath ſaid, 


1 Cox. 7 


one another, even at [ baue loved jau. 
He can have no relation to Chriſt, 
who, through Diſcord, violates: the 
Lowe _ (bv. Whoever hath not 


Charity 


( 43-) 
Wharity, hath not God. Tis tlie 
Doctrine of the Bleſſed Apoſtle 
t. John Gad 4s Loue, and he that „ 
bios leb in Lose Awuflerb in Godjand * 77 


d in bin. They cannot abide 


ith God, who will not abide in 


| the Church; tho they ſuffer their 
WBodics to be Burned;orarc thrownun- 
to wild Beaſts, yet they will not re- 


ceive the Cromy of Faith,” but the re- 

ward of Diſaledienoe. Such un one 

dies more like a ann ö 

than a Saint. OD e r 

Such a one e profeſſes himtelf. Sp 

Chriſtian, as the Devil does; ren „n bur 
he counterfeits Chriſt, according to e Name of 
the ſaying of our Lord, Mar. 12. 6. S ne, 
Many ſball come in my name; ſuying, I Heep upBre- 
am 05500 and ſball deceive many. e 
Now as the Devil is not Chriſt, tho 

he counterfeits his Name; ſo neither 

is he a Chriſtian who perſeveres 

not in the Faith and Truth of the 
Goſpel. Tis a wonderful and ſu- 
pernatural Power to Prophecy, caſt 

out Devils, and do other great Mi- 

racles; yet theſe Gifts do not intitle 

| Men 


(44 ) 
Men to the Rewards of Heaven; un 
leſs they perſevere in Juſtice and Vp 

rightneſs: Our Saviour hath de- 
nounced judgment againſt ſuch, ſay. 
ing, Many will ſay unto me in ibu 
day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophe- 
ed in thy Name? and in thy Name 
5 * e? ih Nanie th 
many wonderful works > And then will 
I profefs unto them, I never knew you, 
depart from me ye workers of iniquity. 
Tis Righteouſneſs alone which will 
recommend us to God's Favour in 
the laſt Day. We muſt obey his 
Commands and Precepts, if we ex- 
pect to be rewarded by him. Our 
Saviour when in the Goſpel he gives 
us the ſum and ſubſtance of our Be | 
lief and Pradlice, tel us, The Lord 
thy God is One : And thou ſbalt love 
the Lord thy Gad, with all thy Heart, 
with all thy Soul, and with all thy 
Strength. This is the firſt anc. great 
Nat.12,3) Commandment ; and the ſecond. is like 
anto it; Thon ſhalt love thy Neighbour 
as thyſelf: on theſe two GO 


(45) | 
hang all the Law and the 3 
this Inſtruction he Joins Love and 
Unity together; he compriſed 
all the Law and the Prophets in theſe 
two Precepts : But, how does he 
keep Unity, or preſerve the Love of 
Chriſt, who, with his diſſentions, 
rends the Unity of the Church, de- 
ſtroys the Faith, diſturbs the Peace, 
breaks Charity, and profanes the ho- 
ly Myſteries? 
My beloved Brethren, this miſ- Lie 4e. 
chief of G hin and Wickedneſs began %% fe 
long ſince, but its evil conſequences schine 
have »f late very much increaſed, I ie 
and the poyſonous Effects thereof 
are at their heighth, which has 
hap'ned juſt as the Apoſtle foretold 
it {ſhould come to paſs in latter 
times; in the laſt days, faith he, pe- * 
rulous times ſhall come; for Men fhall a 
be lovers of themſelves, covetous, boa- 
ſters, proud, Blaſphemers, diſobedient 
to Parents, unthankful, unholy, with- 
out natural affeFion , truce-breakers , 
falſe accuſers, incontinent, fierce, de- 
ſpiſers of thoſe that are good, traitors, 
heady» 


| (46) 
heady, high minded, lovers \ of Pla 
ſures. more than lovers of God, havin 
«| forme of godlineſs, but denying ist 
| Power thereof. Of this ſort are thy 
| | which treep into Houſes, and lead cap 
tive filly. Women, laden with ſens, let 
away with divers Luſts,. ever learnity, 
and never able to come to the knowledy 
of Truth. ; Now as Jannes and Jam. 
1 bres withſtood Moſes, ſo do theſe alſo 
„ | reſiſt the Truth. But they ſhall proceed 
I 0 further, for their folly ſhall be made 
"a= manifeſt unto all Men, as theirs: alſo 
_ $8 was. All which are exactly come to 
W paſsin theſe laſt days; for the De- 
i vil, raging more and more, deceives 
4 h Men with his Errors, enflames them 
_ with Envy, blinds them with Ava- 
1 rice, defiles them with Impiety, puffs 
them up with Pride, provokes them 
to Diſcord, and diſpoſes them to 
Fury.z yet notwithſtanding all that, 
|] we are not to be troubled and of- 
ww tended that Iniquity. does abound, but 
4 | our Faith oughtrather to be ſtrength- 
ned, by the completion of the Pro- 
phecy: And as the Praphocy ah 92 
Hes: | | e 
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CD = 
filled by the fall ot ſeme, ſo others 


eto beware of falling, according 

to the caution of our Lord; But , 4 5 
„al things. . Avoid, I belcech you. 

uch Men, as you would an infectious 
iicaſe, and ſiſten not to their per- 

% nicious Diſcourſes z as it is wWiigten, 

.. an hedg of Thorns aboutithine Ears, - 
7 and! liſten not o au coil Tongue: And 

again, Evil Communication corrupts 1 Cor. is. 

4: good Manners. Our Saviour teaches 33. 

„and adviles us, to ſhun ſuch per- 

o ſons ; „hey are, ſays he, blind Leaders 

„f the blind. Aud if the blind lead tat. 15. 

e Ve lblind, both ſhall fall into the Ditch, 14. 

m Whofoever is ſeperated, or Excom- 
-municated from the Church, is to be 

fs avoided, an beathen Man and 
n ublican: He who is ſuch, in perxer- 1, * 

0 ted and ſinneth, being condemned of g 

, himſelf. Can he believe himſelf to 

be a Chriſtian, who ſeparates from = 
t the Communion of Chriſt's Miniſters © 1 
n and People? Such an one takes up 


Arms againſt the Church, ard reſifts 
_ the Ordinance of God, is an Enemy 
ile. to 


| Tow 1 
to tlie Altar, and a Rebel to the & 
crifice of Chriſt; inſtead of a faith: 
ful Subject, he becomes a Traitor! 

and inſtead of a Religious Perſon, he 
becomes Sacrilegious : Such an om 
is an undutiful Servant, an utigodly 

Son, and, of a Brother, becomes an 
Enemy, and ſeparating from the Bi: 
ſhops and Clergy, he preſumes to 
ſet up Altar againit Altar, and in his 
Prayers is divided from the Church; 
he prophanes the Sacrifice of the 
Lord, by his falſe Repreſentations, 
never thinking, That they who reſi} 
the Ordinance of God, ſhall receive to 
themſelves Damnation. 2 

God is the Thus Corah, Dathan, and - Ab:- 

5, Tram, who challeng d to themſelves 

mae the Power of Sacrificing, in oppo- 

ze Priefis ſition to Moſes, and Aaron the Prieſt 

1 the Lord, were immediately pu- 

niſhed for the raſhneſs of their at- 
tempt'z the earth opened and ſwallow- 

2 ed them up alive : Nor did the Anger 

of the Lord puniſh the Ring-leaders 
only, but even thoſe two Hundred 
and Fiftywho were partakers of their 

Rebellion, 


" Uk 
(49 
Rebellion, for they were conſumed 


we are taught, that whatever is 
ated in oppoſition to 'God's Ordi- 
ance, is immediate Rebellion againſt 
God. Thus when King Uzzzah, tak- 
ing the Cenſer in his hand, did in- 
vade the Prieſts Office, and would 
not be perſuaded by AzariahthePrieft 
to deſiſt, was immediately overtaken 
with Divine Vengeance, and was 
mark d with a Leprofie in the Fore- 


head, where we Chriſtians receive the Le. u. 


en of Salvation. And the Sons of 
Aaron, who offered up ſtrange Fire 
to the Lord, which he commanded 
not, were conſumed of the Lord in 
an inſtant: Whoſe Sin they imitate 
and follow, who, deſpiſing the Or 
dinance ot the Lord, do run after 
pew fangled Opinions, and ſet up 

Doctrines of human Invention; fuc 
are reproved by our Saviour: ſaying, 
Ve tranſoreſs and male the Command- 
ment of God of none effect, by your tra- 
dition, \ N. 
"260 | 
D This 


by Fire from the Lord. Whereby v. 35. 


2 Chron, 
26. 16. 


\ 


The Schi. This is a more ęxievous Crime 
mitic is, 


than they commit, that fall away in 
* minal, han kune of Perfecution, who doing Pe- 


more cri- 


be thi 
falls thro? 


Far cela Reconc iliation at God's Hands: One 


Church, but the other ſpurns at her, 


(509 


nance for their Offences, do ſeek 
{ceks the Peace and Favour of the 


Tis poſſible, one ſinned through 
inſirmity, but the other wilfully and 
deliberately. The lapſed Perſon fins 
only by himſelf, but the other draws 
many into the ſame Guilt : The firſt 
puts only his own Soul to ſtake, the 
{econd cauſes the deſtruction of ma- 
ny Souls: IThe lapſed Perſon is ſen- 
ſible of his fault, and mourns and 
bewails his misfortune ; but the o- 
ther, being nardued in his Impiety, 
and delighting in his Sin, docs ſet 
the Mother at variance with her 
Children, ſeparates the Shepherd 
from his Flock, and hinders the ce: 
lebration of the Divine > Myſteries. 
And whereas the lapſed Perſon ſias 
but once, the Schiſmatie continues 
in the habit of Sin. To conclude, 
the lapſed Perſon recovering his 

ſation, 


10 
n 
5 
K 


Martyrdom but the other, tho 


„ 


ſtation, may receive the Crown of 


ſlain for the Goſpel, ſhall not reap 
the rewards of a Martyr. _ _ | 

Let no man wonder (my Pre- Lie mw? t 
thren) that even ſome Confeflors do af 2 
fall into the wicked and grievous fer f:!! 
Sin of Schiſms for the confeſſion˙ Si 
of Chriſt's Name will not freea Man 
from che Temptations of the Devil, 
nor put him out of Danger of being 
overcome by the vanitics of the 
World ; for it ſo, we ſhould never 
ze Conteflors ovilty of Injuſtice, Un- 
cleanneſs, and Adultry, which to 
our great {orrow and ſcandal, we 
find ſome defiied with. No Con- 
fcſſor is greater, better, or dearer to 
Cod, than was Solomon, who kept 
the favour of God no longer than 
he walked in God's ways; for at- 
ter he forſook the ways of God, he 
= Love of God, and the Lord? 3 11. 
ratſed up an Adverſai again 7 1 Ken. 2.1% 
And dete it 191-4 ; old faſt n 
that which thou haſt , that d Man © © 
1 thy Crown, Which caution had 
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Phi. 2. 2. bumbleth bimfclf ſholl be exalted. And 


Luke 12. of him much ſhall be required; and the 


* 
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not been given, but that upon for. 
ſaking our rightcouſneſs, we forfeit our 
title ro the zeward. To be a Confeſſor, is 
a ſtep towards Perfection, but "tis not the 
conſummation of ir, as it is written, h 
who endureth to the end, ſhall be ſaved. 
Tis by ſteps and degrees that we arrive 
to Pertection, and no one becomes at 
once a Saint. He who is a Coxſefſor, be- 
comes thereby the more ſubject to temp- 
ration ; becauſe the Devil rages more and 
more againft him. It any one be aConfeſſer, 
he is the more ſtrictly tied to oblerve 
the Rules of the Goſpel, becauſe he 
hath done himſelt honour by his Cor 
feſſian: For to tehomſocver much is given 


higher is his ſtation in the Church, the 
greater is the Duty expected from him. 
Let not any one be drawn into din by 
the evil Example of a Conſeſſor, or leam 
of him Injuſtice, Pride, or. Treachery. 
If any one will preſerve the Character of 
a Conſeſſer, let him be humble and quiet, 
and let his Behaviour be orderly and 
modeſt, and ſo will he be truly the fol. 
lower of Chrift, whoſe Confeſſor hè is: 
For Chriſt hath ſaid, Every one that ex. 
altcih himſelf ſhall be abaſed, and he that 


Chritt himſelf being in the form of Gul, 
„ 4 8 Was 


 iþ 


(53;)) 


was found in faſhion as a Man, and hum. 


1 

ur d bim/e!f and became obedient unto 

is eh, coen the death of the Croſs. He = 
he ill nor endure prede in us, who himſelf 

be ouchſafed to be cbaſed; (and in his 

ed. Noipel hath commanded us the exerciſe 

ve or Humility ; ) for which reafon, God 

at ba highly exalted him, and given Dim v. 5. 

be- Na najne which is above every name. He 

p. Mis no longer a Confeſſor for Chri't, who 

nd {MWatrerwards blaſphemes rhe Majeſty and. 

or, W Godhead of Chriſt. That Tongue which 

ve hach once made open Confeſſion of 

he Chriſt, ihould never after be heard to 

on- MF utter perverſe Words againſt theMiniſters 

en, and Followers of Chriſt. But if ſuch 

he MW Conicitor ſhould become vile and wick- 

the ed, or ſhould bring a reproach upon his 

im. former Praſcſion, by his prefent evil 

by W Converſation and debauch'd Practices; 

am and it ſuch an one ſhall torſake that 

y. Church in which he became a Contfeſlor, 

of and breaking the bond of Unity, ſhall 

jet, change his Tut for Infidelity, let him 

and not flatter himſelf that he is Pyedeſtina- | 
fol: ted to Salvation, for he has thereby ten- 
is: dred himſelf liable to the greater Pan- | 


*. ation, as Judas did, who betrayed his 
hat Lord after he had been Elected into tha 
\nd Apoſtleſhip. | 
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The Ful. But tho the Traitor Fudas fell off from 


Cie, the Fellowihip of the Apoſtles, yer wa 
des ny; Not his tieachery any impeachment of 
leſſen the the Faith and Courage of the reſt of the 
Gly of Apoſtles. ſo neither; in the preſent caſe 
1 is the Digaity and Sancticy of ſome 

Conteſſors impaired by the tall of others: 
The holy Apoſtle ſays, For tohat if ſome 
have fallen from the Faith, ſhall their un: 
belief make the Faith of God without ef 
feet? Let God be True, and every man a 
Jar. The greateſt and belt part of the 
Contellors, remain ſtedfaſt in the Faith 
and obedient to the Laws of the Goſpel, 
nor do they ſeparate from the Church, 
who are mindful of the Grace of God 
beſtowed upon them in the Church, of 
his own free bounty. And in this reſpeck 
their Faith is to be the more-.commentled, 
that they forbear to Join in the odious 
Sin ot Schiſm, with thole who hap'ned 
to be their {ellow Confeſſors; tor theſe 
being erlighined with the Goſpel, and 
eniiverd with the Dottrines- of our Sa- 
viour, are as much to be commended for 
their firm adherence to the Church, as 
tor their reſolution in becoming Contet 
Tors. DEF 88 . 1795 
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| not only wiſh, but adviſe and per- The . 
uad2 you, my beloved Brethren, that 7-07 
poſſibhle, none of the Faithful do 1 
11 away, but that with one accord ided. 
hey would agree to abide in the Bo- 


lom ot the Church. But yet if ſome 


Ringleaders of the Schiſmarics , and 


Heads of that Party, cannot be recalled 
by this wholſom Advice, being blindly 
reſolved to follow their own perverle- 
neſs; yet 1 intreat ſuch of you, who 


have been drawn away in the ſimpli— 


city of your Hearts, and have been 

unwittingly led into error, through the 

craft of your Leaders, that you would 

leave off yqur Erroneous Courſe, and 

return into that way which leads to 

everlaſting Lite. Thus the Apoſtle ad- 

jures the Iheffalonians ;, Rote we com: Th 

mand you, Brethren, in tle Name of © 22 3 

n Lord Teſas Chriſt, that ye with- 

draw your ſelves from every Brother 

that wealketh diſorderly, and nat after 

the tradition tohich he received of ws: 

and again; Let no man deceive 2 
ihe 


aaa 
with vain teords ; for becauſe of theſe Ep. 8. 6. 


hing cometh the wrath of God upon 
the Children of Diſobedience : There: 
with them. 


m - 


W 


fore be not partaers 


(.56 ) 
We *muſt not only forſake but can 
fully avoid ſuch evil Perfons, leſf be 
ing joind to a diforder/y Brother, Wit 

be partakers of his Errors . and "bt 

| thereby i1volved in his Guilt. "Ther 
7s one God, one Chriſt, one Church 
one Faitli, 012 Communion of the Faith 

Jul, united by one bond of Unity. U 
nity is indivifible, nor can one Body 


j he divided into more: an Embrio ſe 

| parared from the Womb by an uf 
1 timely Birth, cannot live. The hof ki 
bil wm Pjaimiſt tells us, What man is he th ke 
Wi 24 © defireth Lie, and loveih many ' days 45 
Will: that he may fee goo £ Keep thy tongue ff 
1145 from evil, an thy lifes that they [peak 07 
18-1 0 Steile Dea from evil, aud I 
IE go; jeek peace and pur,. ve it. Te 
140 Diſciples of Peace, ought to follow af Yd 
Wi. ter Peace, and he who has an affeQion I « 
e for the Bond of C: 2 ought to rel © 
N. frain his Tongue 4trom evil Speaking. 
| 10h; One of the laft Legacies which our Ml « 
1 Saviour left his Diſciples , was this; 

TN - Peace I leave wit! yo!r, - my peace 
14 Zobn 14+. give wnmo you, This is our Heritage; i 
81 27- all the hop<s and rewards which we 
1 expect, are upon condition that we 
4-2 preſerve. this Bond of Peace: If we 

— 119 expect to be Co-heirs with Chriſt, we 
133 
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iſt be lovers of Peace: If we 
vould be the Sons of God, we muſt 
e Peace- makers; Hlieſſed are the Peace-” 
makers, Taith he, for they ſhall be cal. 
»1 the Children of God. The Chit 
uren of God muſt be peaceable; pure 
in Heart, of an inoffenſive Speech, 
united by Brotherly Love, and knit 
ogether in the Bond of Charity. This 
was the Unanimity in the Apoſtles 
Days; for the new Believets were 
kindly Affectioned one to another, 
keeping the Commandments of God, 
as faith the Scripture; And the mul. A, 4.32. 


I titude of them that Believed were of 


one Heart,. and one Soul. And again; 
1heſe all continued with one accord in Ads 1.14: 
Prayer and Supplication, with the Wo- 
men, and Mary the Mother of Jeſus, 
and. with his Brethren. And therefore 
their Prayers were EtteQtual, and they 


could boldly approach the Throne of 


Grace. 


But in our Days, Unanitmity is de. 24, fag 
creaſed, and Charity waxen cold; in thoſe of the 
Days They. ſold their Lands and Poſ- Church 
eſſons, ard laying up for themſelves® A 
Treaſures in — they laid down _ * 
the price ot the Apoſtles feet for the * ö 
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of the Poor. But alas! now we came 


"find Faith upon the Earth ? Juſt ſo ti 
com to pals ; there is no fear of God, 


Judgment, or of the Wrath of God; 
the faithleſs and wicked Sinner, which 


cauſe we are Faithleſs. Let us there: 


+. as he hath Commanded us, ſaying, Let 

our Loins be girded about, and ho 

Uule 12. lights burning , and you. your ſelves lite 
35 Men, who wait for the Lord, when be 
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afford even to Dedicate the Tithes ol 
our Poſſeſſions; And when our Saviour! 
calls on us to ſell and give to the Poof, 
we are adding Field to Field; fo weak i 
aur Faith grown, and fo feeble ohr 
Charity. And therefore the Lord foreſee: 
ing the badneſs of our Times, fays; 
When the Son of Man. cometh, ſhall hel 


o Uprightneſs, no Love, and no Faith. 

o one. ſeems afraid of the Day of 
and no one thinks of the Torments and 
Puniſhments appointed and reſerved for 


it wedid believe, we ſhould be afraid 
of; but we are therefore Fearleſs be- 


fore roulſz up our ſelves (my Brethren) 
as much” as poſſible, and caſting off out 
old Sloth and Lazineſs, let us be care. 
ful to obſerve and practice the Com- 
mands of our Saviour. Let us be ſuch 


will return from the wedding, that when 
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be cometh and Rnocketh, they may open | 
oſe 


"oro him immediately. Bleſſed are thoſe 
wants, whom, when the Lord comes, 
or. be bal! find watching: We ought, to 
be ready, leſt the Day of Judgment 
our WM find us unprepared. Let our Light fo 
lee. ſhine and ſparkle with good Works, that 
vs. it may guide us through the dafk paſ- 
he 8 ſages of this World, to the Light of eter- 
tis nal Truth. Let us therefore carefully watch 
od, che unexpected Coming of our Lord, 
th. that when he ſhall knock, our Faith 
of W may be found watching to receive the 
Wd: eward of Righteouſneſs. 'If we keep 
nd MW theſe Commands and Precepts, we ſhall. 
for not be taken Sleeping through the Wiles 


ich of the Devil, bur as vigilant Servants, 
id we {hall Reign with Chriſt our Head. 
be- Amen. 8 2 
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